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Important Phone Numbers 

 

Main school number: (941) 316-8245 

 

Bill Stenger                   Principal                    ext. 2001   

Billie-Jo Fintel   Assistant Principal            ext. 2002  

Susie Johnson   Student Support Specialist  ext. 2003 

Phyllis Morales   School Counselor        ext. 2004  

Venner Badgley             Senior Secretary             ext. 2008      

Kelley Carpenter    Registrar                          ext. 2009 

Christa Nash                  Clerical Assistant             ext. 2000  

Lisa Fanchi    Guidance Clerk       ext. 2081  

Marc Franceski   Head Custodian                ext. 2039  

Jeff Cardarelle-Hermans  Cafeteria Manager          ext. 2014  

Michelle Swensen            School Nurse                    ext. 2010     

Kris Miller, LPN              School Nurse                    ext. 2011 

 

 

The School District of Manatee County: (941) 708-8770  

 

Bus Transportation: (941) 708-8800 

 

To report an absence: (941) 316-8245 and press 8. 

 

Please make every effort to contact the school office by 8:15 a.m. if your 

child will be absent. This request is made for the protection of your child.  
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A Message from the Principal 

Welcome to Robert E. Willis Elementary School! At Willis, our students will be 

given the opportunity to experience learning through a collaborative 

effort from staff, parents, and the community. 

 

We have created a diverse set of core values that drive our daily 

activities. Our representative of these values is the Gecko. The gecko is 

found all over the world and comes in many shapes, sizes, and colors. The 

adaptability that the gecko employs, demonstrates the diversity that has 

helped cement its footprints on the world for centuries. Our goal is to 

create a foundation at Willis Elementary School that empowers our 

students, parents, and staff to be as successful in our existence as the 

gecko has been. Much like the gecko, we at Willis are cementing our 

footprints in the framework of The School District of Manatee County. 

 

We consider it an honor to teach your children and will strive to build a 

high trust culture at our school. I look forward to working with each of you. 

 

Bill Stenger 

Principal 
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Willis Vision Statement 

At Robert E. Willis Elementary School we envision our school to be the 

focal point for our students, their families, and the community. Our school 

will provide a respectful, challenging, positive, and supportive 

environment. It will focus on learning and will recognize diversity while 

nurturing the growth and development of each individual. 

 

Our students will be actively involved, utilize complex reasoning 

strategies, and be given opportunities to choose enriching activities that 

focus on the strengths of each child. Students will use a variety of 

resources and technology to enhance their ability to learn and process 

information that is meaningful. Willis students will experience an 

individualized curriculum with a broader range of resources that 

motivate them to obtain their highest level of achievement. 

 

Effective, exuberant, and knowledgeable teachers will maximize learning 

time by facilitating the instructional process and by providing authentic 

assessment in order to guide each student to success. Using a variety of 

methods and instructional strategies, teachers will instill a contagious love 

of learning so that children who come to Willis and leave Willis are eager 

to learn. 

 

Our parents will recognize how important they are in their child's 

education by being involved with the school. They will work as partners 

with teachers and administrators to share the responsibility of setting high 

expectations for all children by communicating and supporting 

academic and behavioral goals. Parents will instill an attitude of respect 

for education. 

 

The curricula will provide students with powerful learning opportunities 

designed to support district standards and benchmarks to achieve the 

skills necessary to become positive and productive citizens. It will be 

exciting and integrated, allowing for flexible progress and movement, 

and contain experiences that make real-life connections. 

 

A warm, caring, safe, and orderly environment will foster a learning 

atmosphere that is conducive to success. It will be open and adaptable 

to the needs of the school community and all students. 
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The staff at Robert E. Willis Elementary School will demonstrate a unity of 

purpose; empowerment coupled with responsibility, and will build on 

strengths. Through these principles, values, and the school's governance 

structure, we will provide an optimal learning experience for every student. 

 

Willis Core Values 

Honesty, Integrity and Trust: 

We believe that honesty, integrity, and trust are what our stakeholders* 

expect from us, and what we expect from our stakeholders. We believe 

that honesty and integrity build a high trust culture. 

 

Courtesy and Respect: 

We believe that showing an understanding of others by treating them with 

kindness, compassion, generosity, and a forgiving spirit builds solid 

relationships. We believe in treating people, as you would like to be 

treated. 

 

Relationships: 

We believe that building positive relationships with our stakeholders will 

create a non-threatening environment. Building solid relationships with 

one another will help us value each other's differences. 

 

Teamwork and Empowerment: 

We believe that the highest level of success takes place when all 

stakeholders communicate with each other, function collaboratively, and 

are entitled to be involved in the planning that affects them. 

 

Commitment to Excellence: 

We believe that hiring and training the best employees and utilizing a 

continuous improvement model for all stakeholders produces high quality. 

Conveying a professional image, working as a team, and staying focused 

on our vision will bring positive results. "The quality of a person's life is in 

direct proportion to his/her commitment to excellence" (Vince Lombardi). 

 

Accountability: 

We believe that all stakeholders are accountable to one another and to 

our school's effectiveness. 
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Maintaining Focus: 

We believe that establishing a vision and mission enables us to succeed 

and gives us constancy of purpose. All stakeholders should be 

committed to the vision and mission of our school.  

 

* The Willis Elementary School stakeholders include: students, families, 

staff, community, and the district. 

   

School Hours 

Student Hours..............................8:30 a.m. – 3:20 p.m. (Monday – Friday) 

*Students must be in their classrooms and ready to begin learning at 8:30 a.m. 

Willis Elementary School Office Hours..........8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

 

Attendance 

State Law 232.01 states that children attending school must be in 

attendance daily unless the individual is sick or there is an emergency in 

the family.  

 

Tardies 

Being late to school disrupts the instructional program for not only the 

tardy student, the teacher, and other students in his/her class. Being on 

time is a vital component for success as children develop. A record of 

tardies is reported to parents at the close of each quarter and is 

recorded on the student’s permanent record. The tardy bell rings at 8:30 

a.m. Students are expected to be in their classroom ready to learn at 

8:30 a.m.  Any students who arrive to class after the tardy bell at 8:30 

a.m. will be marked tardy in Focus.  

 

Please be sure your child arrives at school in enough time to get to his or 

her classroom before the tardy bell rings.  Students that are not in their 

classroom by 8:30 a.m. will be considered tardy.   

 

Student Absences 

Please call the school by 8:15 a.m. if your child will be absent. This request 

is for your child’s safety. If your child is absent and the school has not 

been notified, these absences will be marked unexcused. Sometimes 

parents request that a child be allowed to miss school for trips of various 

sorts. While in many cases there may be some value to be derived from 
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the trip, such absences are recorded as unexcused. If such an absence 

does occur, the student is required to make up the work missed. It should 

also be noted; a student's completion of missed work is not the same as 

being present for classroom instruction. A record of absences is reported 

to parents at the close of each quarter and those absences will show as 

unexcused on the child’s permanent record. Student attendance is 

monitored daily through our Student Information System. Any student with 

excessive absences will be taken to Truancy Court. It is vital that 

parents/guardians be aware that they will be held legally responsible for 

their child’s attendance. 

 

Visitors 

At Willis Elementary School, family involvement is strongly encouraged. We 

welcome parents/guardians and other relatives at our school. All visitors, 

including parents, must first report to the office. The procedures stated in 

the “Visitor Sign-in Process” must be followed to ensure a safe 

environment for our children. When you arrive on campus for lunch, 

conferences, and special events during school hours please report to the 

office, complete the sign-in process and obtain a visitor badge which 

must be worn the entire time a visitor is on campus.  Before you leave, 

please return to the office to sign-out. Parents who want to visit the 

classrooms must make arrangements with the teacher at least one day 

prior to the visit. 

 

Visitor Sign-in Process 

In an effort to ensure a safe environment for our children all visitors must 

register and sign-in at the front office using the computerized visitor 

registration system. All visitors must provide a valid Florida’s Driver’s 

License, State of Florida Identification Card, or a valid driver’s license or 

state identification card from any of the other states in the United States 

of America. It will be necessary for you to log into the system and register 

as a Willis visitor. The Willis office staff will be happy to assist you with this.   
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Student “Sign-Out” Procedures 

Prior to a child’s release during the school day, individuals are required 

to: 

1. Be an approved person to pick-up on the student’s bio form kept in 

the office. 

2. Show proper identification: a valid Florida Driver’s License, State of 

Florida Identification Card, or a valid driver’s license or state 

identification card from any of the other states in the United States 

of America. 

3. Sign the child out in the office. 

4. Wait in the front office for the child. 

5. No child is to leave the school area or a classroom with a visitor or 

parent unless permission has been received from the office. 

Children will only be released to those adults for whom the school 

has written authorization on the information form in the office.   

 

Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO) 

For more information about Willis’ PTO, please check out the PTO website 

at http://www.williselementarypto.com/ 

 

School Advisory Council (SAC) 

Information about Willis’ SAC can be found at 

http://www.williselementarypto.com/School-Advisory-Council.html 

 

Volunteers/Business Partners 

Volunteers enhance the quality of education in our schools which in turn, 

gives our schools the opportunity to excel beyond measure. Volunteers 

also provide creative avenues of assistance to staff and students that 

could not otherwise be afforded. Our school needs and welcomes 

volunteers who can work one, two, or more hours per week to assist us in 

carrying out our vision. Some examples might include: 

1. Assist teachers in providing more individualization and 

enrichment of instruction. 

2. Relieve teachers of non-teaching duties and tasks. 

3. Strengthen school-community relations through positive 

participation. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering or entering into a business 

http://www.williselementarypto.com/
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partnership, please contact Christa Nash at extension 2000. Please 

note that in accordance with district policy, all volunteers must 

provide a valid Florida’s Driver’s License, State of Florida 

Identification Card, or a valid driver’s license or state identification 

card from any of the other states in the United States of America; 

complete a volunteer application packet; and will be subject to a 

background check. 

Morning Arrival/Drop-Off 

Please remain in the drop-off car line if you drop your child off in the 

morning.  For your child’s safety, please also be sure you only drop your 

child off at the designated locations.  If you wish to drop your child off in 

the parking lot, you must park in a designated parking space and 

accompany your child to the crosswalk.  For the safety of our students, 

children must be accompanied by an adult when walking through the 

parking lot. 

 

Students should arrive no earlier than 8:00 a.m. Students who need to be 

dropped off prior to 8:00 a.m. must be enrolled in a before school program 

as supervision is not provided prior to 8:00 a.m. When students arrive 

between 8:00 a.m. and 8:25 a.m., they must report to the designated 

grade level area. Students are allowed inside their classrooms when the 

bell rings at 8:25 a.m.  

 

Class begins at 8:30 a.m. If a student arrives after this time, they will be 

marked tardy. Students who are tardy must report to the main office for a 

tardy pass to be admitted to class. 

 

Parking Lot 

When arriving at school, parents are requested to follow the traffic 

patterns and not cut across the grass. This will help ensure everyone's 

safety and respect school property. Please park in designated parking 

spaces only. Please be sure to use the crosswalks as you walk from the 

parking lot to the school building. Children may not be dropped off in the 

parking lot and left to walk to the building by themselves. 

 

Dismissal/Pick-Up Dismissal 

If it is necessary to change your child’s mode of transportation, please 

send a note with your child in the morning. If you must change the mode 
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of transportation after your child has arrived at school, please call the 

main office at extension 2000, and speak to someone directly. Do not 

leave a voice message. We ask that you do this at least thirty minutes 

before dismissal. Without such notification, your child will be sent home the 

usual way. If it is necessary to pick up your child early from school,  they 

must be picked up prior to 2:45 p.m. Students will not be called from class 

after 2:45 p.m. as we will be preparing for dismissal.  All students will be 

dismissed from the front of the school. 

 

Car Riders 3:20 p.m. 

There are designated areas for students waiting to be picked up in front 

of the building. Please wait for your child to proceed to the safe area to 

enter your vehicle. Please remember to place your identification sign 

(provided by the school) on the dash of your car every day, so that we 

may identify you. The left lane is for parking lot access only. Please stay in 

your vehicle at all times. If you need to come into the building, please 

use parking spaces to park and enter the school.  

 

*Please do not bring animals to pick-up areas, as they are not 

permitted on school grounds. 

 

Bus Riders 3:20 p.m. 

At dismissal students that ride a bus will be seated according to their bus 

number/color. Each bus has been assigned a different color. Bus students 

will have a colored wristband attached to their backpack, which 

corresponds to the bus they ride. As students board their bus, staff members 

ensure they are boarding the correct bus by checking the colored band on 

their backpack.  

 

Bike Riders 3:20 p.m. 

Students must use sidewalks provided to exit school grounds. 

1. Bike riders must walk bikes off of school grounds and as required by 

law, should always wear a helmet. 

2. Bike riders are expected to follow bicycle safety rules. 

3. All bicycles will be locked in the caged area during the school day. 

 

Walkers 3:20 p.m. 

1. Students are expected to go directly home after school. 
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2. Students MUST cross the street where there are crossing 

guards, if provided. 

3. Students are expected to show courtesy to our neighbors by 

respecting private property, walking along sidewalks, and by 

speaking courteously to adults. 

 

Rainy Days and Lightening 

If there is heavy rain or lightening at dismissal, please be patient as the 

safety of all students is our number one priority. In the event of 

lightening, dismissal will be held until the lightning passes.   

 

Willis Gecko Care 3:20 p.m. 

Students registered for Willis Gecko Care report directly to the 

cafeteria at dismissal. 

 

School Clinic 

The school clinic is available for students who become ill or are injured 

during the school day. If the illness or injury is of such a nature that the 

student needs to go home, the parent will be notified and be expected to 

make arrangements for the child to be picked up from school. The 

telephone number for the Willis clinic is 316-8245 extension 2011. Please do 

not send a sick child to school, as we do not have facilities to care for him 

or her. 

 

Administering Medication 

If it is essential for children to receive medication during school hours, the 

stated guidelines must be followed: 

1. Only prescription medicine will be given. 

2. The medication shall be supplied by the parent or guardian in 

person in a childproof container, bearing the prescription, child’s 

name, attending physician, the name of the medication, the 

amount to be given, the frequency of administration, and any 

special instructions. 

3. All medications to be administered in school to an elementary 

student must be delivered to the school by a parent or other 

responsible adult. When presented in the school office, parents 

or guardians must fill out the authorization for medication form 

before the medication is given. * Sample bottles of medication 
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must be accompanied by a written prescription and labeled 

with the child’s name. 

4. The parent and/or physician should make school personnel 

aware, in writing, of symptoms or possible reactions relating to the 

medication or lack of medication. 

 

No medicine for acute or contagious illness should be given in 

schools. Children should be home under these conditions. 

 

Cafeteria 

Breakfast is served every morning from 8:00 – 8:20 a.m. in the cafeteria. 

All Manatee County School District students may receive free breakfast 

daily at no charge if they choose to eat in the cafeteria.  Adult breakfast 

is $1.60. All students wanting to have breakfast should report directly to 

the cafeteria upon arriving at school and should arrive to school prior to 

8:10 a.m. 

 

The Willis Cafeteria is run on a computerized point of sale system, which 

enables us to have money held in an account for each student. Your 

child may purchase breakfast, lunch, milk, juice, or additional entree, 

side dish or dessert as long as there is money in their account. For 

students on full-pay status the lunch cost is $2.25 per day or $11.25 per 5 

day week. Reduced status lunch is $.40 per day or $2.00 per 5 day week. 

The price of an adult lunch is $3.25. It is preferred that you send money 

for your child’s lunch needs in advance. This saves time and confusion in 

the lunch line. 

 

Payment Options: 

Fast and convenient online payments can be made with a credit card or 

debit card at MyPaymentsPlus - https://www2.mypaymentsplus.com/ 

 

You will need your student’s 10-digit ID number, which can be obtained at 

the school site or by calling the Free and Reduced office at 941-708-8800 

extension 1021. 

 

Cash or check may be sent to school in an envelope labeled as “Lunch 

Money”. Your child's name, grade, and your child’s teacher's name 

should also be clearly written on the front of the envelope. 

https://www2.mypaymentsplus.com/
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Checks should be made out to Willis Elementary School. 

Please be sure the check includes: 

              Student(s) name in memo line 

              Student ID number (obtainable from the school office) 

              Correct date 

              Signature 

              No starter checks 

              All checks must include name, address and phone number 

 

These envelopes should be dropped off in the cafeteria in the morning 

before the tardy bell. All money sent will be applied to the student’s 

account, as we cannot return change.  

 

Parents/guardians are welcome any time to join their child for breakfast or 

lunch. You may sit with your child at the designated visitor tables in the 

cafeteria. Parents/guardians visiting for lunch must meet their child in the 

lunchroom and may only visit their child in the lunchroom. Parents may 

not accompany their child to recess or back to the classroom. Please 

remember to sign in at the office to receive a visitor pass. If you have any 

questions about your child’s account, please call the Cafeteria Manager, 

Jeff Cardarelle-Hermans at extension 2014. 

 

Cafeteria Rules 

G- Go through the line once. 

E- Extend your hand to ask for help. 

C- Clean up after yourself. 

K- Keep your hands, feet, and food to yourself. 

O- Only talk in four square and mind your manners. 

S- Stay in your seat. 

 

School/Home Communication 

Communication and cooperation between home and school is vital to 

your child’s success. At Willis Elementary School, a variety of methods are 

used to bridge the gap between home and the school. Some of these 

are the student agenda planner, school website, school Facebook page, 

PTO website, PTO Facebook page, SAC meetings, e-mail, PTO meetings, 

midterm progress reports, and conferences. 
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Progress Reports/Report Cards 

Progress reports and report cards are posted to the Focus Parent Portal 

four times a year. For the 2018-2019 school year, progress reports will be 

posted to the Focus Parent Portal four times a year (half way through 

each of the four quarters). Report cards will be posted at the end of each 

quarter. Parents will be requested to attend a report card conference at 

the end of the first quarter and third quarter at which time you will have 

the opportunity to discuss your student’s progress with their teacher.  

 

Student Agenda Planners 

As a tool to support home and school communication, each student will 

be provided a student agenda planner. Teachers may write notes home 

to parents in the planner. There is also a space for parents to write notes 

to the teacher. Please read and sign your child’s agenda daily and be 

sure your child has it at school every day. Replacement agenda planners 

are available in the office for $5.00. Your child’s agenda planner may 

contain important pages, flyers, and information from the school. Please 

be sure to check the agenda planner daily. 

 

Requests for a Conference 

If you have any concerns regarding your child and would like to speak 

with the teacher, please call the school and speak directly to your child’s 

teacher, leave a message on the teacher’s voice mail system, or e-mail 

the teacher. The teacher will contact you and schedule a conference. 

Conferences are typically scheduled before or after school when the 

teacher is free from student responsibilities and able to devote their full 

attention to your concerns. 

 

Please understand, your child’s teacher will only be able to meet with you if 

prior arrangements have been made. Once you have scheduled a 

conference with your child’s teacher, please remember to: 

1. be on time for scheduled conferences. If are late, there may not be 

adequate time to discuss your child’s progress or your concerns; and 

2. please stop in the office to check in and receive a visitor’s pass 

before going to your child’s classroom. 
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Building an atmosphere of cooperation and mutual support allows us to 

help your child reach their greatest potential.  

 

 

Additional Conferences 

You may be asked to participate in additional conferences to discuss your 

child’s individual learning needs and to develop a plan for meeting your 

child’s particular needs. These meetings are held to inform you of special 

services for which your child may qualify. We hold these conferences in the 

best interest of your child and we appreciate your attendance. 

 

School Bus Procedures 

Safety on the bus depends on the cooperation of each child. Bus drivers 

will review safety procedures on the bus during the first week of school. 

When students fail to cooperate with the bus driver, parents will be 

notified via a bus referral and the privilege of riding the bus may be 

temporarily suspended. We suggest that parents wait at designated bus 

stops in the morning and meet students in the afternoon to ensure safe 

practices are being followed. 

 

School Bus Conduct/Safety 

1. Sit in your assigned seat and use the seat belt. 

2. Stay seated at all times while the bus is in motion. 

3. Do not place any part of your body outside the bus windows. 

4. Do not distract the driver with loud conversation or noises. 

5. Observe appropriate classroom conduct. 

6. Do not eat or drink on the bus. 

7. Maintain absolute silence at railroad crossings. 

8. Do not throw any items on the bus or out of the bus windows. 

9. Do not mark, cut or damage bus seats or the bus itself. 

10. Do not display signs from the bus. 

11. Do not use obscene language or gestures. 

12. Cell phones are to be turned off unless bus operator gives 

permission for cell phone use. 
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School Safety 

Your child’s safety is a priority and the staff has developed safety plans for 

emergencies. We conduct emergency drills to practice and evaluate our 

procedures as we work to improve our plans. Should you be on campus 

during a drill or an actual emergency you will be asked to cooperate until 

the drill is over or the danger has passed. 

 

Text Books/Library Books 

Instructional materials issued or checked out to students are the property 

of the school board and must be returned at the end of the school year. 

According to school board policy, students must pay for lost or damaged 

library books and/or textbooks. 

 

Dress Code 

Willis Elementary has a mandatory uniform policy. Students are 

required to wear a Willis Elementary Uniform to school each day. The 

Willis Elementary Uniform Policy is as follows: 

 

Shirts should be a generic solid polo style shirt or button down collared 

shirt in white, light blue, or navy blue. Long or short sleeve is 

acceptable. 

 

“Willis Elementary” T-shirts may be worn on the last school day in a week. 

 

School T-shirts and monogrammed polo shirts are sold in the main office. 

The only acceptable logo on school shirts will be the Willis Elementary 

School monogram. 

 

Sweatshirts, jackets, or outer garments may be worn. These items are to 

be in the school uniform colors of white, light blue, or navy. On very cold 

days, heavier jackets or outer garments in any color or style may be worn 

to and from school. However, if your child needs to wear something 

during school hours to keep warm, it must be in the appropriate school 

uniform colors. 

 

Pants, shorts, skirts, skorts, jumpers, or capri pants should be khaki or navy 

blue. No blue jeans, denim, or jeggings. 
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Shorts, skirts, skorts, and jumpers must be fingertip length. 

 

On announced "dress down days” students may wear denim bottoms. 

Denim bottoms are not to be low-rise, have any holes, cuts, slits, or 

bleached portions. 

 

If belts are worn, they should be fastened and should be black, brown, 

khaki, or navy in color. 

 

Oversized, baggie, extremely tight or ill-fitting clothing is not permitted. 

As a health and safety precaution, shoes must have a closed heel and 

closed toe. Sandals, thong-type shoes, shoes with cleats, shoes with 

thick platform soles, high heels, shoes with wheels, and Crocs™ are not 

allowed. Sneakers with socks must be worn for P.E. 

  

Socks, crew length or less, of any color may be worn. Socks, tights, 

leotards, leggings, leg warmers, or other such coverings, which extend 

higher than crew length must be solid navy, khaki, or white. 

 

Any intentionally visible items worn under uniform clothes must comply with 

the colors outlined in the uniform policy and be a solid color. 

 

Make up is not allowed. 

 

Hair must be neat at all times and must be a natural hair color. Barrettes 

and ponytail scrunchies, etc. are acceptable. Students, however, may 

be asked to remove any items in the hair that are costume like or 

distracting (For example, headbands with animal ears). 

 

Jewelry should be simple, safe, and appropriate for elementary school. 

 

School uniform items may be purchased at any retail outlet as long as 

they meet the school uniform criteria. Willis Elementary School 

embroidered shirts are optional and may be purchased in the school 

office or online through the PTO website. 
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Please contact Ms. Morales, the school guidance counselor, at extension 

2004 for information regarding financial hardship applications or 

exemption procedures. 

 

Our uniform policy is mandatory for every student who attends Willis 

Elementary School. A student new to Willis Elementary has 30 days to 

comply with the school uniform policy. 

 

Exceptions to the uniform policy will be allowed for those with strict 

religious beliefs regarding clothing as well as those participating in Boy or 

Girl Scouts or other national organizations, which have their own uniforms. 

Students are encouraged to represent these organizations on the day of 

their meetings by wearing the appropriate attire.  

 

If a student comes to school out of uniform, the following actions may 

take place: 

• A verbal warning may be given from a staff member to the student 

and/ or a note may be sent home. 

• Parent/guardian may be contacted and required to bring 

appropriate attire to school for the child. A conference may then 

be scheduled with the principal. 

• A letter or referral from the principal may be sent home requiring 

reply from the parent/guardian. 

 

Willis Elementary School maintains a supply of gently used uniforms 

should a student have the need. If there is a need, please contact Mrs. 

Morales, our school counselor, at extension 2004. If you have uniforms you 

no longer need that are in good condition and would like to donate these 

to the school, please drop the uniforms off to the staff in the front office.  

 

Party Policy 

If you wish to send in treats for your child’s class it must be arranged with 

your child’s teacher in advance and meet the criteria outlined in the 

School District of Manatee County’s Wellness Policy This policy states: 

“Only food prepared by and purchased from licensed food service 

establishments may be served to students, except food brought by the 

parent for their child. Ingredient labels must be available for all food 

brought to the classroom” (School District of Manatee County, (5) Food 
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Safety and Security, p. 5-61). 

 

Student birthdays are celebrated as teachers choose to do so in their 

classrooms. However, students are limited to sharing their celebration with 

their classmates only.  Students may also come down to the office to 

have their birthday recognized by our office staff, Mr. Stenger, and/or Mrs. 

Fintel.  Invitations to home parties may ONLY be handed out in class if the 

entire class or all boys or all girls will be invited, otherwise invitations may 

not be distributed at school. Please be sure to align all celebration snacks 

with the district nutritional policy. 

https://www.manateeschools.net/Page/2638 

 

 

Deliveries to Students 

The delivery of flowers, balloons, valentines, or birthday presents, etc. to 

classrooms will not be permitted, as such deliveries are distracting to 

instruction. We know you love your children, but please help us focus on 

academics by not interrupting teachers’ classes during the day. 

 

Student Behavior 

The staff at Willis Elementary School prides themselves in our character-

building program that instructs our students in such qualities as 

cooperation and empathy. We have many positive incentives and feel 

that it is important for students to accept responsibility for their own actions 

and that the consequences of these actions result from the choices they, 

themselves, make. 

 

This approach teaches children strategies to use when faced with 

choices regarding their personal behavior. We believe that all students 

should respect each other and all staff members. We also believe all staff 

members should understand and respect all students and their needs and 

rights. A series of established procedures for classrooms and common 

areas have been established to support a respectful environment. Our 

experience and research has shown that these procedures support a 

safe and successful learning environment.  

 

When a student experiences a problem, his or her classroom teacher may 

counsel the student individually or refer them to the student support 

https://www.manateeschools.net/Page/2638


 

21 

specialist or school counselor. If the student exhibits a lack of cooperation, 

or the behaviors are deemed dangerous or interfering with the learning 

opportunities of others, further interventions may be taken. The parents 

may be contacted for information and assistance. In such a case, the 

parent may be notified in writing in the form of a referral. The referral must 

be signed by the parent and returned the next day. The Willis Elementary 

School community believes that everyone at Willis deserves a campus 

that is safe and secure. 

 

Willis’ 8 Keys of Excellence and Gecko Awards 

For young children, research shows that positive feedback registers more 

strongly in the brain areas responsible for cognitive control and increases 

the likelihood positive behaviors will be repeated. The staff believes 

positive reinforcement is effective in promoting behaviors that lead to life 

success, and students are recognized for demonstrating the Eight Keys of 

Excellence at quarterly assemblies known as Gecko Awards. Parents of 

children who are going to be recognized are invited to attend the 

assembly and join the staff in celebrating their child’s success. Students 

being recognized with receive a certificate and incentives. On the day 

of the assembly, all visitors should arrive early to check in at the front 

office. Before being permitted on campus, all guests will be required to 

present proper identification. 
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Ways to Stay Informed 

The following websites will help you to stay up-to-date and informed about 

events and activities happening at Willis Elementary School and within the 

School District of Manatee County.  

 

Willis Elementary School 

Willis Elementary School Website 

https://www.manateeschools.net/willis 

 

Willis Elementary School Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/Robert-E-Willis-Elementary-School-

1393618317423284/ 

https://www.manateeschools.net/willis
https://www.facebook.com/Robert-E-Willis-Elementary-School-1393618317423284/
https://www.facebook.com/Robert-E-Willis-Elementary-School-1393618317423284/
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Willis Elementary School PTO Website 

http://www.williselementarypto.com/index.html 

 

Willis Elementary School PTO Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/Willis-Elementary-PTO-155725804495819/ 

 

School District of Manatee County 

School District of Manatee County Website  

https://www.manateeschools.net/Page/1 

 

School District of Manatee County Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/WeManatee/ 

 

School District of Manatee County 2018 – 2019 Academic Calendar 

The Academic Calendar denotes early release dates, school closure dates, 

and the end of each marking period. 

https://www.manateeschools.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?modulein

stanceid=2276&dataid=7103&FileName=18-

19%20Academic%20Cal%20Updated%207.17.18.pdf 

 

You can also keep informed by downloading the Free MySDMC District 

Mobile App. 

 

http://www.williselementarypto.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Willis-Elementary-PTO-155725804495819/
https://www.manateeschools.net/Page/1
https://www.facebook.com/WeManatee/
https://www.manateeschools.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=2276&dataid=7103&FileName=18-19%20Academic%20Cal%20Updated%207.17.18.pdf
https://www.manateeschools.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=2276&dataid=7103&FileName=18-19%20Academic%20Cal%20Updated%207.17.18.pdf
https://www.manateeschools.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=2276&dataid=7103&FileName=18-19%20Academic%20Cal%20Updated%207.17.18.pdf

